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SJSU STUDENT DIES AT 22
“MATT WAS A HAPPY, FUN HUMAN BEING. HE HAD THE
BEST, MOST CONTAGIOUS LAUGH. HONESTLY, THAT IS
GOING TO BE THE NUMBER ONE THING THAT I’M GOING
TO MISS: HIS LAUGHTER.”

AIMEE WOODRUFF
senior public relations major

CHRIS CURRY
Staff Writer

Dedication pays
off for member
of SJSU judo
OPINION
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Friendly, outgoing, calm, laid-back,
flirtatious, trustworthy, warm, caring,
kind, lighthearted — all words used by
Matt Garcia’s friends to describe him.
Sunday morning, Garcia, a senior
public relations student at SJSU, was
found dead. He was 22.
“He was a good friend, brother
and son,” said Dan Garcia, Matt’s twin
brother, a communications major also
attending SJSU.
A memorial service is planned for
this Sunday at 11 a.m. on the football
field at Archbishop Mitty High School
where Matt and his brother Dan attended and played football.
“He’s going to be missed. We loved
him a lot,” said Aimee Woodruff, a senior public relations major who said
she knew Garcia for two years. “He
was a huge dynamic to our group of
friends. He was the fun person that everyone could go to for a laugh, to hang
out with, someone to listen to.”
He made a close group of friends
who shared his public relations classes.

Religion is not a
buffet; you can’t just Prop 1A would
pick and choose start railway
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from Bay Area
to Los Angeles

“We had all but maybe three classes
together,” said Aaron Moss, a senior
public relations major.
Moss said he knew Garcia for close
to six years, dating back to their days at
rival high schools.
“It was always me and Matt,” he said.
“If there was Aaron, there was Matt; if
there was Matt, there was Aaron.”
Friends agreed that Garcia’s laughter was one of the most unforgettable
things about him.
“Matt was a happy, fun human being,” Woodruff said. “He had the best,
most contagious laugh. Honestly, that
is going to be the number one thing
that I’m going to miss: his laughter.”
Jade Atkins, a junior broadcast
journalism major, said, “He was always
laughing, even if it was something bad,
he would always turn it into a joke.”
“He’s contagious too,” she added.
“He starts laughing, then you start
laughing and you don’t even know
what you’re laughing about.”
Chelsi Bunting, a senior public relations major among the same group of
friends, remembers Garcia’s friendship.

“He’s just so loveable,” she
said. “Friendly, flirty, such a good
friend, he would do so much for his
friends, anything.”
Several of those who knew him remember his relaxed attitude.
“If he was a city, he’d be Berkeley,
Chico or Humboldt, where all the
hippies live,” Atkins said. “He was just
so laid-back. He’d be, like in the ’60s,
one of those people (saying) ‘OK, the
wind is blowing west; let’s go west. The
wind is blowing south; let’s go south.’
He just goes with the flow.”
“I have never seen him angry, and
I was around him five days a week,”
Moss said.
Despite his laid-back attitude, those
who knew Garcia also recalled his
work ethic.
“People thought of him as more of
a laid-back, hang-out guy, but actually
he could buckle down and do work
when he needed to,” Moss said. “He
took his work seriously and he worked
hard. He took charge when he needed
to, and if I was in a hole, I would have
gone to Matt firsthand.”

Dona Nichols, one of Garcia’s instructors and friends, said he was a
“dream student that every professor
hopes for but seldom gets.”
Nichols said even when he damaged his leg and could barely walk,
he still made sure he took care of
school business.
“He had an injury on his foot and
he couldn’t even wear shoes for the
last two or three weeks because of this
foot,” she said. “He hobbled in to hand
in a take-home quiz.”
Dan Garcia, a member of Phi Kappa
Alpha, said, “He will always be remembered by Phi Kappa Alpha as a friend
and a brother.”
Phi Kappa Alpha intends to make
Matt an honorary member, Moss said.
Garcia is survived by his twin brother Dan, brother Chett and his parents
Lynn and Frank.
A cause of death is pending an investigation by the Santa Clara County
Medical Examiner-Coroner’s Office.
A candlelight memorial will be held
this Thursday at 8 p.m. at the Phi Kappa Alpha house at 225 South 11th St.

Music Room continues to be a
student sanctuary 30 years later

JASON LE MIERE
Staff Writer

SJSU theatre arts
brings ‘Death of a
Salesman’ to life

Next month, Californians will have
the opportunity to vote on whether to
sell $9.9 billion in state bonds to pay
for a high-speed rail system that would
take passengers from San Francisco to
Los Angeles in two-and-a-half hours,
stopping at points in between including San Jose.
Proposition 1A would provide $9
billion in funds, through bonds, for
the development and construction
of the nation’s first service of its kind,
with the remaining $950 million going
toward improving rail systems connecting to the high-speed line, such as
BART and Caltrain.
The system, which is popular in
both Europe and Japan, would see
trains traveling at 220 mph on a
route that travels from San Francisco,
through the Central Valley, down to
Los Angeles and Anaheim.
Extensions are planned north to
Sacramento and south to San Diego
soon after, said Rod Diridon, a board
member for the California High Speed
Rail Authority.
“It’s the least expensive way to meet
the doubling of California’s population
by 2050,” he said.
In addition, the service would cut
oil requirements by 22 million barrels
per year and save 18 billion pounds of
greenhouse gas emissions per year by
providing a more energy efficient service than either travel by air or automobile, Diridon said.
He also said the high-speed rail system provides a safe transportation system that has yet to kill a single person
in France or Japan.
The cost of the project is estimated
to be more than $40 billion, allowing
adjustment for inflation. The rest of
the financing would come from tax
increment bonds from the federal government and from private investors,
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Students rest and listen to music in the Music Room in the Student Union.
JOEY AKELEY
Staff Writer

One place where students can hang
out, relax and study at the same time is
the Music Room, which is located on
the top floor of the Student Union.
“If I could go anywhere on campus
to relax, I’d go here,” said Joseph Siwa,
a junior accounting major who works
at the Music Room.
“The Music Room is basically a
student resource,” Siwa added. “It is a

place where people hang out and listen to music while they study.”
The Music Room is a large, spacious room with plants and art placed
on the walls.
“It’s very comfortable,” said John
de los Angeles, a junior political science major. “It’s a nice place to pass
time in between classes not to mention the diverse music.”
The Music Room has a suggestion
box for those who want changes.

DEREK SIJDER/ Spartan Daily

“Most of our suggestions are based
on the type of music we play,” Siwa
said. “Also, since I started working here,
we have added a lot more chairs and
brought in more comfortable chairs.”
The room has been around for a
long time.
“The room has been here for
around 30 years,” Siwa said. “It was
made right around the time the Stu-

MUSICpage3

Drug treatment program funding rests on Prop 5
SELMA SKOKIC
Staff Writer

Although the November election is almost around the
corner, some voters are still unaware about Proposition 5.
“I tend to think that given the little attention to this
proposition and the multitude of major issues and races
on the ballot, it stands a pretty good chance of being defeated on merits alone,” said Larry Gerston, a political
science professor.
If passed, Proposition 5 would allocate $460 million
annually to improve and expand drug treatment programs,

according to the Official Voter Information Guide.
In addition, it would limit the court’s authority to incarcerate offenders who commit certain drug crimes, break drug
treatment rules or violate parole, the voter guide stated.
Voting yes on Proposition 5 would also create additional drug diversion programs for nonviolent drug offenders.
“I don’t think we should pass it,” said Gloria Gardner, a
senior pictorial arts major. “Drug dealers should be dealt
with a lot harsher than users, as it’s their fault the drug users

PROP 5page3
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Brilliant donation source for Beethoven center
RICHARD STERN
Staff Writer

On the fifth floor of the Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Library, people can see 200-year-old
original manuscripts in the hand of composer Ludwig van Beethoven.
“We have letters that Beethoven wrote to
publishers,” said Patricia Stroh, curator of the
Ira F. Brilliant Center of Beethoven Studies.
“We also have a hand-scribbled note from a
very poignant point in his life.
“He was the guardian of his nephew. The
nephew became quite ill and attempted
suicide. Immediately after that, Beethoven
scribbled this note to his friend, asking him
the name of the police officer that took his
nephew to the hospital.”
In addition, the center has a page from
Beethoven’s household account book. It
shows how much money his housekeeper
was spending on daily items and gives visitors a window into his everyday life.
The Ira F. Brilliant Center for Beethoven
Studies houses more than 4,000 volumes
covering not only Beethoven himself, but
the period in which he lived, the instruments
he played and his contemporaries.
The center was founded by Arizona businessman Ira F. Brilliant in 1985 and was
housed in the Wahlquist Library, the predecessor to the King Library.
“Mr. Brilliant was a collector of Beethoven
materials,” said Kathy Fox, the center’s administrative assistant. “He offered to donate
the collection to Arizona State University, but
was turned down. Arizona State didn’t want a
center focused on just one composer.”
SJSU was offered the collection, accepted it
and built it around Brilliant’s original donation.
“Mr. Brilliant originally donated 75 first
editions, which has now increased to over
300,” Fox said. “A first edition means they
are first printings. Beethoven would write
the composition down by hand and send it
to the publisher. The publisher would then
send the piece to a printer who would have
plates made. From those plates, the sheet
music would be printed.”
Today the center has a large library of
books, sound recordings, videos and modern score editions.

“The library and museum have expanded
far beyond Mr. Brilliant’s initial donation,”
Stroh said.
“The center is supported by the Beethoven
Society, an organization of people throughout the United States and abroad. Their
memberships help us to acquire materials
and do special projects throughout the year,”
Stroh added.
The center’s staff and docents conduct
lectures on Beethoven’s life and the era in
which he lived, as well as demonstrate the
instruments that Beethoven used.
“We have a harpsichord and a clavichord,
both reproductions that people can play,”
Stroh said. “In addition, we have two original
fortepianos from Beethoven’s lifetime.
“One of them is an English Broadwood piano that is very similar to the type
Beethoven owned, and the other is a Viennese instrument,” she said.
Fred Saunders, a public services assistant
at the center, explained the differences between a modern piano and a fortepiano.
“They differ in that a fortepiano’s strings
are attached to a wood frame, as opposed to a
cast iron frame in a modern piano,” he said.
“The voice is sweeter,” Fox added.
The center also houses the life and death
masks of Beethoven. Currently, the life mask
is at the Charles M. Schulz Museum in Santa
Rosa. It is being displayed in a joint exhibition
of the Schulz Museum and the Beethoven
Center called “Schulz’s Beethoven: Schroeder’s Muse.”
“The musical notes that Schulz drew in
the bubble above the Schroeder, when he
was playing his piano, were actually real musical notes of works that Beethoven had written,” Fox said.
The exhibition will run at the Beethoven
Center from May 1 through July 31.
Recently, the center has seen an increase
in the number of visitors.
“We have a lock of Beethoven’s hair,”
Fox added. “People who have read the book
‘Beethoven’s Hair’ by Russell Martin are
coming in to the center and requesting to see
it or to ask if the book is true.
“It is true and we have the lock of hair in
a locked temperature and light-controlled
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Student Showcase
Hour
Chamber music with vocal and
instrumental music majors.
12 to 1:15 p.m. in the Music Building Concert Hall.
Contact Professor Joan Stubbe
at 924-4649.

Free Lunch Every
Tuesday for San
Jose Students
The San Jose Institute of Religion
sponsored by the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints invites
students to lunch every Tuesday.
12 p.m. at 66 S. 7th Street,
adjacent to SJSU.
Contact Brother Bohn at sanjoseca@ldsces.org, 286-3313 or
www.ldsces.org/sanjose.

Pride of the Pacific
Islands
General Meeting
5:30 to 7 p.m. in the Pacifica
Room in the Student Union.
Contact Kristen Tom at (650)
270-4507

International Youth
Fellowship
General meeting and Bible study.
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. in the Student
Union, Ohlone Room.
Contact Ricardo Godinez at
509-9549.
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Fred Saunders, a public services assistant, plays a harpsichord
built during Beethoven’s lifetime.
cabinet,” she said.
Being on a university campus means there
is a constant influx of new people, so it is a
challenge for the center to inform new students about what items they have and where
they are located.
“Students might be a bit surprised to find
out about the resources that we have here,”
Stroh said. “This is not a place with locked
doors where you have to have permission to
come in. We welcome everyone to see what
we have on display.
“Even if they are just curious about the
development of the piano and want to see
our four original instruments, we always
have someone here to show them how they
work and to let the students hear them being played. Plus they can see an original
Beethoven manuscript, which is quite special. There are not many institutions that can
offer that,” Stroh added.

EVENTS CALENDAR

WEDNESDAY

School of Library &
Information Science
Colloquium Series
David Tyckoson, associate dean at
CSU, Fresno, will speak on “The
Future of the Library: Why Libraries Matter in Today’s Networked
Society.” All are welcome to
attend.
12 to 1 p.m. in Clark Hall, room
322.
Contact Marcia Laughrey at
924-2490 or laughrey@slis.
sjsu.edu.

Counseling Services
Test Taking Teddy
Plays To Win
Play Testing Jeopardy with Teddy
and find out some tips to help you
pass those exams.
3 p.m. in Clark Hall, room 118.
Contact Veronica Mendoza at
veronica.mendoza@sjsu.edu.

SJSPIRIT meeting
Come learn about a progressive
and fully inclusive Christian organization on campus.
5 p.m. at St. Paul’s Church on the
corner of 10th and San Salvador.
Contact Kelsey Mac kelsey@
sjspirit.org.

Moonlight Movie
Night: “WALL-E”
Join WALL-E on his journey across
the universe at the Associated
Students Moonlight Movie Night.
Students, faculty, staff, alumni,
family and friends are encouraged
to attend this official Homecoming Week event. The nominees
for Homecoming Court will be
introduced at the beginning of the
movie. Attendees are encouraged
to bring a blanket.
8 p.m. in the Campus Village Quad.
Contact Clifton Gold at cgold@
as.sjsu.edu.

Free LDS Religion
Class
The San Jose Institute of Religion
sponsored by the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints offers a
free religion class every Wednesday.
7 to 8 p.m. at 66 S. 7th Street,
adjacent to SJSU.
Contact Brother Bohn at sanjoseca@ldsces.org, 286-3313 or
www.ldsces.org/sanjose.

Sparta Guide is provided free of charge to students, faculty and staff members. The deadline for entries is noon, three working days
before the desired publication date. Space restrictions may require editing of submission. Entries are printed in the order in which they
are received. Submit entries online at thespartandaily.com or in writing at DBH 209.

DEREK SIJDER / Spartan Daily
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PROP 5

Would divert violators from prison

are in the condition they are in.”
Gardner said it would only
help those who are willing to
give drugs up, and those who are
not willing to give them up will
not benefit from the programs.
According to the voter guide,
some of the parole violators
would be diverted from state
prison and some parole terms
may be reduced for others.
The proposition would expand rehabilitation programs for
inmates before and after prison.
They may receive additional credits to reduce their time in prison.
The possession of less than 28.5
grams of marijuana would have
a lesser penalty than it currently
does, the voter guide stated.
“Three-fourths of all state
ballot propositions are either

defeated or overturned by the
courts,” Gerston said.
He said the proposition has
not resonated with the public and
has gotten very little support.
Larkin Petralli, a junior occupational therapy major, said
society needs to support an education about drugs and people
deserve chances.
“With all the drug problems,
especially methamphetamine, I
am hopeful people will give it a
careful thought,” she said.
According to the People
Against Proposition 5 Web site,
the proposition is strongly opposed by Mothers Against Drunk
Driving, Crime Victims United,
California State Sheriffs Association and many others.
Gerston said with law enforce-

MUSIC

‘I listen to some stuff
that I wouldn’t listen to otherwise’

MIKE ANDERSON / Spartan Daily
Marco Acosta, a senior kinesiology major, walks his
injured dog Bubba near the Spartan Complex last Thursday.
Bubba broke his leg when it got stuck in a hole.

PROP 1A

dent Union was made.”
The room is air-conditioned,
and it is open Mondays through
Thursdays from 8:30 a.m. to 6
p.m. and on Fridays from 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m.
“I’m surprised that with the
place being here so long, that it
has not become more popular,”
Siwa said.
The Music Room is divided
into a main room where people
socialize and three private listening rooms where people can hide
their conversations.
In the main room, music requests are not taken, although
listeners can make suggestions.
“We do not take requests
in the main room due to the
amount of people that come in
here,” Siwa said.
“In the individual rooms, students can request their own music,” de los Angeles said.
There seems to be a fun-loving environment in the Music
Room, according to students.
“You get a lot of characters in
here,” de los Angeles said.
The atmosphere seems to bring
the best out of people, he added.
“The people that come in here

are very diverse,” said Manny
Bhandal, a senior finance major. “Some people just chill, others do homework and some play
games like checkers and chess.”
For those who want to listen
to all types of music, there’s a variety of artists.
“The Music Room has over
1,000 CDs and over 700 records,” de los Angeles said. “It
also has activities, which include
cards, chess, checkers, dominoes
and reading materials.”
The assortment of music is ultimately a big part of the Music
Room’s function.
“I come in here on all my
breaks and I like the variety of
music played,” Bhandal said.
“I listen to some stuff that I
wouldn’t listen to otherwise. It’s
different.”
“Overall, the music creates a relaxing environment,” Siwa added.
Siwa said he has not had a
problem with any disruptive
people, while working in the Music Room.
“In general, people act perfectly fine,” he said. “My job is
easy because people don’t disturb others.”

Taxpayer group opposed to initiative, questions numbers involved

Diridon said.
Some, though, do not buy
into these estimates.
“On any major project, the
cost overruns are far more the
rule than the exception,” said
Jon Coupal, president of the
Howard Jarvis Taxpayers Association. “The notion that we’re
going to have a complete system
for just $40 billion, we think is
just a pipe dream.”
One SJSU student said although the high-speed rail system
appeals to him, he is unsure about
the outlay of funds at this time.
“It will be a cool thing to have,
but the way things are right now,
probably not,” said Derek Delgado, a sophomore mechanical
engineering major.
With California still facing
a budget deficit, the estimated
$647 million per year for 30
years needed to repay the $19.4
billion cost of the bonds, including interest, is controversial.
“The general fund cannot afford that at this time,” Coupal said.
Diridon, however, reassured
voters about the funding for

the project.
“It’s not a tax increase and it
doesn’t affect the operating budget,” he said.
Another issue is the projected revenue that the system
will generate based on ridership
numbers. Independent studies
by Charles River Associates and
Cambridge Systematics have estimated that the system will attract 90 to 120 million riders per
year, Diridon said.
He said he believes this will be
met by reduced reliance on shorthop airlines as well as providing a
safer, more efficient and environmentally friendly service for Silicon Valley workers commuting in
from the Central Valley.
Coupal said he questions
these figures.
“Current ridership of the entire Amtrak system, nationwide,
is only 20 million,” he said. “Their
projections are so out of line that
they’ve irrevocably damaged
their own credibility.
Keeping ticket prices on the
system low could prove crucial
in attracting customers away

from other modes of transit,
judging by the reaction of one
SJSU student.
“If it’s cheaper than flying,
then that would be way more
convenient,” said Jennifer Cummings, a sophomore occupational therapy major.
Diridon said keeping prices
low is a priority.
“We always want to keep it
about half the price of an airline
ticket,” he said.
The California High Speed
Rail Authority states on its Web
site that a ticket from San Francisco to Los Angeles would cost
an estimated $55.
Coupal said he thought this
price is unrealistic, citing the
example of Amtrak’s prices for
similar journeys.
Despite the budget deficit
and other public transit propositions on the ballot, Diridon said
he remains confident that Californians will get behind the push
toward mass transportation.
“I think we have a perfect
storm of four variables that are
pushing us into this,” he said.

Diridon said he believes that
the combination of rising gas
prices, congestion on roadway systems, poor maintenance of highways and global warming means
voters will support the proposal.
Coupal urged voters to look at
the details of the proposal before
supporting it.
“I think at some point in the

future, high-speed rail might be
good for California, but this particular proposal is very poorly
thought out,” he said.
If the proposition is passed on
Nov. 4, construction would go
ahead in 2011, with portions operating in 2018 and the San Francisco to Anaheim line completed
in full by 2020, Diridon said.

ment against Proposition 5 and
the little attention it has received,
it may not get enough support to
be passed.
If the proposition is not
passed, state and local governments would decide whether to
expand current drug treatment
programs, the voter guide stated.
The guide also stated that
state correctional officers would
have the discretion to return
some parole violators to the state
prison, and the parole terms
would remain at three years for
most parolees.
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SJSU judo member earns second at U.S. Open
KAAJAL MORAR
Staff Writer

Jeff Fong is no ordinary judo
competitor, although it’s hard to
tell just by looking at him.
He took second place at the
U.S. Open Judo Championships in the men’s 66 kg (145.4
pounds) division on Sept. 27
in Colorado Springs, Colo. The
weight class included Taylor
Takata, a member of the 2008
U.S. Olympic judo team.
Fong, a junior political science major, was the only American to earn a podium spot in his
weight class.
“I’m the coach, and I’ve never
taken a medal at that tournament,” said coach Jose Bencosme.
“I’ve come close a lot of times, so
the fact that he was in the finals
was really, really impressive.”
Fong said he trains for about
two hours every day and sometimes for an extra hour after he
finishes class.
“He’s always practicing after
practice, so it just shows that he’s
very dedicated to the sport,” said
teammate Allison Clifford.
“This is such a big step for
Jeff and he really deserves it,”
Clifford, a junior occupational
therapy major, added.
Fong’s father and grandfather
both practiced judo, Fong said.
Although both only practiced for
recreation, this instilled in Fong
the desire to train in judo.
“When I was in high school,
I started wrestling, and then I also
decided that I wanted to do judo

too,” Fong said. “So I got into that
and just kept doing both of them.”
He said he wanted to continue to keep competing in judo
instead of wrestling.
“You do wrestling for four
years and then you’re kind of
done,” Fong said of wrestling
in college.
Judo was more desirable
because he said he is able to
choose how long he wants to
continue training.
He said he has made it his
goal to become good and teach
others judo.
“Even if I only work a couple
times a week, I really want to
continue to teach and coach on
some capacity,” he said.
Fong started training in judo
in high school.
“It’s something I enjoy doing
everyday even when I’m tired
and I don’t necessarily want to
go to practice,” Fong said.
His dedication to judo shows
when he practices and competes,
his coach said.
“He’s so mentally strong
because he’s so aggressive at
practice and at the workouts,”
Bencosme said.
He is also unique in character.
His coach and teammate said he
is very humble.
“You couldn’t tell when he
came back that he’d done great at
this tournament just looking at
his face,” Clifford said.
Bencosme said there is a difference between being confident
and cocky.

“He’s confident in his abilities, but he’s not going out there
with a chip on his shoulder,”
he said.
It is hard to tell what Fong is
able to achieve just by seeing his
face, Clifford said.
“He’s a very modest type of
guy,” Clifford said. “You couldn’t
have been able to tell that he was
second in the U.S. Open by looking at him.”
Fong’s modesty helps him
be a good competitor, Bencosme said.
“We were at the Olympic
training center this weekend,”
Bencosme said. “There was a
sign on the wall that said, ‘Train
like the worst, fight like the best.’
That’s Jeff. A lot of guys train
with egos. Jeff has no ego; Jeff
just comes on the mat.”
Bencosme said winning more
tournaments will be difficult
for Fong.
“I think now that everybody in
the country knows who Jeff Fong
is; now he has to train harder,”
Bencosme said. “He’s also going
to have to want it a lot more.”
“He’s definitely a leader,” Clifford said. “I really couldn’t say
anything bad about Jeff because
(for the) two-and-a-half years
that I’ve known him, he’s never
let me down.”
“I just want to get as good as
I can possibly get in the next four
or so years,” Fong said. “I just
want to achieve as much as I can
competitively and improve as
much as I can.”

SJSU judo team member Jeff Fong throws Nicholas Chen using
JOE PROUDMAN / Spartan Daily
a te guruma throw. The team practices at Yoshihiro Uchida Hall, named after the USA Judo
Hall of Fame member who was the coach of the first U.S. Olympic judo team in 1964.

Classiﬁeds
EMPLOYMENT
ALMADEN VALLEY ATHLETIC
CLUB seeking professional, selfmotivated and energetic individuals who demonstrate excellence in
customer service for the following
positions: member services desk,
cafe service, personal trainer, swim
teacher, child care provider, tennis
instructor. Please forward your resume to Stephanie at smudgett@
avac.us.

UNDERCOVER
SHOPPERS

Earn up to $70 per day. Undercover
Shoppers needed to judge retail
and dining establishments. EXP.
Not RE. CALL 800-722-4791
PROPERTY MANAGER OPPORTUNITY Resumes are being accepted for resident manager at
the Dorchester. Responsibilities
include: coordinating showings of
apartments, move out procedures,
and other duties as assigned. Must
have experience in property management and customer service.
Must be knowledgeable in Microsoft Ofﬁce Apps. It is imperative that
candidates have critical thinking
skills, time management skills, and
exemplary communication skills,
and willing to do minor maintenance to keep the property looking
good and running smoothly. Background check and resume required.
The position will be on-call 24/7 in
the event of building emergencies.
Compensation: free rent plus salary. Please forward resumes to
brian@delave.net.

LOS GATOS SWIM & RACQUET
CLUB is currently accepting applications for the front desk. Applicants are to be outgoing, able to
multi-task and have great customer
service skills. Part-time AM shifts
are available Tues, Thurs, & Friday 5am-1pm. Must be a morning
person. For more info email chris@
lgsrc.com or call (408) 356-2136.

DAYCARE TEACHERS AND AIDES

Action Day Primary Plus seeking Infant, Toddler, and Preschool
Teachers and Aides. F/ T and P/
T positions available. Substitute
positions are also available that
offer ﬂexible hours. ECE units are
required for teacher positions but
not req. for Aide and Day Care positions. Excellent opportunity for
Child Development majors. Please
call Shawna for an interview at 2476972 or fax resume to 248-7350.

SPERM DONORS NEEDED Earn
up to $1200/month. California
Cryobank is seeking healthy males
for its sperm donor program. Apply
online at www.spermbank.com
EARN EXTRA MONEY
Students needed ASAP
Earn up to $150 per day being a
mystery shopper
No Experience Required
Call 1-800-722-4791

FOR RENT

AFTER
SCHOOL
TEACHERS

K-8th private school seeks responsible individuals for extended daycare, P/ T in the afternoon (2:30-6pm M-F). No ECE units required.
Previous experience with children
a must. Please call 248-2464.
(408)244-1968 (408)244-1968

STUDENT WORK-GREAT PAY IF
YOU CAN CUT IT
*PART-TIME OPENINGS
*$17.70 BASE-appt.
Vector, the compay for students,
has part-time openings available
for customer sales/ service. The
positions offer numerous unique
beneﬁts for students:
*HIGH STARTING PAY
*FLEXIBLE SCHEDULES
*Internships possible
*All majors may apply
*Scholarships awarded annually
*Some conditions apply
*No experience needed
*Training provided
Earn income and gain experience!
Watch for us on-campus throughout
the semester, or CALL 866-1100
9am-5pm. www.workforstudents.
com/ sjsu

SPACIOUS STUDIO SUITES From
$ 1095 - 1058 N. 4th St. Secured
Entry, new paint & carpet, Lg. Eat
in Kitchen, Tall ceilings, New Windows, 3 blocks from lt. rail. For more
info. contact Zane 408.509.1750 or
408.354-8910
STUDIO SUITES FROM $995 Quiet complex at 3rd/ Jackson-Japan
Town. Walk to 7 Bamboo Lounge
& light rail. Lower level, new berber
carpet, designer paint, all new ceramic tile in kitchen/ bath, mirrored
closet doors. Call 408.509.1750 or
408.354.8910 www.apts4rent.org

SERVICES
FIXLAPTOP.COM BUY SELL
REPAIR Laptop & Parts Repair
PC Data Recovery Remove Virus Rental Trade Laptop & Parts
(408)469-5999

DISCLAIMER
The Spartan Daily makes no claim for products or services advertised below nor is
there any guarantee implied. The classified columns of the Spartan Daily consist of
paid advertising and offers are not approved or verified by the newspaper. Certain
advertisements in these columns may refer the reader to specific telephone numbers or

Need a Roommate?
Need a Job?
Need a Roommate
with a Job?

addresses for additional information. Classified readers should be reminded that, when
making these further contacts, they should require complete information before sending
money for goods or services. In addition, readers should carefully investigate all firms
offering employment listings or coupons for discount vacations or merchandise.

Spartan Daily
Classiﬁeds

CLASSIFIED AD RATE INFORMATION
Each line averages 25 spaces. Each letter, number, punctuation mark, and space is formatted into an ad line.
The first line will be set in bold type and upper case for no extra charge up to 20 spaces.
A minimum of three lines is required.
Deadline is 10:00 am , 2-weekdays prior to publication.
MINIMUM THREE LINE CLASSIFIED AD:
DAYS: 1

2

3

4

RATE: $10.00 $15.00 $20.00 $25.00
$2.50 EACH ADDITIONAL LINE AFTER THE THIRD LINE.
$3.00 EACH ADDITIONAL DAY.
• RATES ARE CONSECUTIVE DAYS ONLY. •ALL ADS ARE PREPAID.
• NO REFUNDS ON CANCELLED ADS.
Classifieds may be placed online at www.thespartandaily.com under “Ad Info”
FREQUENCY DISCOUNT: 40+ consecutive issues: 10% discount
SJSU STUDENT RATE: 10% discount. Ads must be placed in person in DBH 209 from 10 AM or 3PM.
STUDENT ID REQUIRED.
Rate applies to student’s individual ads only. Not intended for businesses and/or other persons.
Frequency discount does not apply.
www.thespartandaily.com
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A patchwork quilt of ideas A controversy over a noncontroversial game:
does not make up a religion Is there anything they won’t get angry about?
KIMBERLY
TSAO

THE MOST
YOU EVER KNEW
Mixing and matching, like multitasking, appear to be staples of our generation. Most of us mix and match clothes,
cocktails and religions. When you start
combining aspects of different belief
systems, however, is the end result still
a religion?
I don’t think so.
But I can understand the appeal of
other religions. If I were Jewish, I’d want
a Christmas tree during the holidays.
Not to mention I’d have a better chance
of meeting Ashton Kutcher if I converted to Kabbalah.
Moreover, when I learned about
Buddhism’s view of death, I was smitten. Buddhist philosophy states that we
shouldn’t be afraid of death since we die
every second anyway — when the cells
in our bodies regenerate.
I would love to be Zen as well. Saying that it has some good philosophies
to live by would be an understatement.
Get this: “We are none of us alone. Even
as we exhale, it is inhaled by others. The
light that shines upon me shines upon
my neighbor as well. In this way, everything is connected to everything else.
“In this way, I am connected to my
friend even as I am connected to my enemy. In this way, there is no difference
between me and my friend. In this way
there is no difference between me and
my enemy. We are none of us alone.”
Then again, you may oppose things
that your religion dictates because you
don’t necessarily think they’re right.
For instance, you could be Catholic but
you’re pro-choice, a gay marriage supporter and a feminist.
Sometimes religions don’t necessarily fit with the ever-evolving times, or
religious leaders interpret the scriptures
stricter or differently than you would.

So you find bits of other religions that
you can live with, such as the belief that
females should be allowed the honor of
being priests.
I think in cases like that, it’s OK to
separate yourself from certain aspects of
a religion. However, that’s not the same
as distancing yourself from any belief
system at all, then dissecting the parts
you like from various religions and fitting those pieces together to create your
own Frankenstein.
Granted, the definition of religion
is subjective, but combining religions
is kind of a cop-out. Being part of a religious group means believing in its
entirety. You can’t just pick and choose
what you like. Religion is not a pizza.

I would love to be Zen
as well. Saying that it has
some good philosophies
to live by would be an
understatement.
Religion is a person with feelings.
Followers need to treat religion like a
friend — love it despite all its flaws. After all, you probably wouldn’t cut your
friend’s arms or legs off, so why do the
same with your religion?
Although what’s really worrisome is
that so many people feel the need to step
away from facets of their religions or
take portions of different beliefs and put
them in a blender. But does that speak to
the religions or the people?
In most cases nowadays, are people
really less committed to their faiths, or
are religions connecting less with individuals? People aren’t static. By creating
their own belief systems, most are just
arguably adapting to the times. Religions should consider doing the same.
“The Most You Ever Knew” appears
every Tuesday. Kimberly Tsao is a
Spartan Daily student culture editor.

MARCOS
BLANCO

I swear people will pick on anything these days to stir up controversy.
Seriously, what kind of world do
we live in when religious groups start
attacking a video game with no blood,
gore, sex, alcohol and drug abuse to
speak of?
The game I’m talking about is the
recently released “Spore,” developed
by Maxis and published by Electronic
Arts, which has caused unnecessary
debate among Christians for the
game’s take on evolution of all things,
labeling it as “anti-Christian,” according to a digitaljournal.com article.
And get this: According to the
same article, even the atheist community is putting its two cents in by
saying that “Spore” doesn’t showcase
enough evolution details.
Are you kidding me?
In case you’re unaware, the concept of “Spore” revolves around picking a cellular organism and evolving it
through various evolutionary stages
until it becomes your own original,
odd-looking creature that interacts
with its environment and other inhabitants, eventually becoming a
dominant being in space. The game
is rated “E 10+” for everyone 10 years
old and up by the Entertainment Software Rating Board.
Come on, folks. Does this game,
in which players raise cute and cuddly (albeit sometimes freaky-looking)
alien-like beings, sound like it should
be causing such a religious uproar?

QUOTE OF THE DAY
TOM
BROKAW

PLAYING
THE ODDS

Moderator of “Meet
the Press” said last
week at the Clinton
Global Initiative

☑
theSpartanDaily.com
POLL
Who do you think
won the vice
presidential
Gov. Sarah Palin
or
Sen. Joe Biden

You know those parents who use
television as a babysitter? They have
been considered responsible for the
rise of child obesity and the early development of attention deficit disorder.
I hold the SJSU Wireless Laptop Pilot Project that was introduced in 2003
in the same regard.
According to the Web site, “San Jose
State University’s Wireless Laptop Pilot Project is committed to creating a
dynamic and collaborative educational
environment that enhances teaching
and learning, creativity, scholarship
and global connectivity through a wireless laptop initiative.”
To me, this is a giant leap for mankind … in the wrong direction. The
campus has a wireless Internet service
that allows students and faculty to surf

the World Wide Web almost anywhere
on campus.
While this is a marvelous luxury,
students and professors are grasping
the laptop initiative with the wrong
frame of mind. The project is supposed
to “enhance” teaching and learning. All
I seem to notice is blatant misuses by
both parties.
All too often I witness students
in my classes, who claim to be taking
notes, blasting off into the crap-filled
cyberspace. Gmail chats, Perez Hilton
and any other time-wasters appear on
the lithium-ion powered windows to
the Web.
Some could claim to have A.D.D.,
which was a feasible excuse in high
school to doze off during a lecture, but
not all the students I see wandering off
into the Web can be suffering from a
deficit of attention.
The Pilot Program’s Web site also
talks about creating “global connectivity through a wireless laptop initiative.”
If anything, it is making people less
interested in learning about the world
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have been playing games for years, are
used to seeing violent and explicit images in games because we can tell the
difference between fantasy and reality. We just play for fun, not to go out
and kill somebody.
There are studies that have shown
mixed results about whether video
games, violent and nonviolent, lead to
an increase in aggressive behavior in
people. While the studies have somewhat shown that video games tend to
arouse more aggressive tendencies in
some people, they have yet to prove
that games teach individuals to do
violent acts such as hurting or, in the
worst case scenario, killing people.
My point with all this is that people
should stop blaming video games for
society’s ills, regardless of the explicit
material they might or might not contain. Whenever a tragedy like Columbine or Virginia Tech happens, people
should look at the real-life facts as to
why those kids did what they did,
which were mainly poor parenting,
being bullied at school and having
easy access to weapons.
As far as the controversy surrounding “Spore” is concerned, the Christians and atheists who are complaining about the game’s take on evolution
(not saying all of them) need to stop
blowing this out of proportion and get
a life. The game is solely for entertainment purposes and nothing more.
When all is said and done, every
video game, regardless of the content,
is just that: a video game.

Marcos Blanco is a Spartan Daily
staff writer.

Turn off the laptop and listen
CHRIS
BAUSINGER

“I have a theory that life is junior high.”

I remember a time when the types
of games that politicians, parents and
religious groups would attack were
games that actually had some form
of explicit violence such as “Doom,”
the “Mortal Kombat” series and the
“Grand Theft Auto” series. Apparently nowadays, adorable aliens are more
controversial than a shotgun blast to
a demon’s chest, ripping out spines or
shooting prostitutes after having sex
with them.
Don’t get me wrong. I’m an avid
gamer and I enjoy all sorts of games,
especially violent ones, but not because of the violence itself.
Well OK, maybe “Mortal Kombat,”
because the violence in the game is
downright over-the-top and hilarious,
which is what attracted many people
to it back in the day. Video games that
are out today sell well and not because
of the violent acts that are depicted.
What people fail to do all the time
when judging games, especially parents and politicians, is that they don’t
look at the entire package a game
contains, namely graphics, sound and
playability.
Every time a game with suggestive
material comes out, all of these aspects
are overlooked, which I think is a big
insult to the developers and publishers
behind these games who have poured
so many hours of their lives into creating something for people to enjoy because that’s what they love to do.
Oh, and in case people haven’t
noticed, there have been rating labels
by the ESRB on games since the early
’90s so consumers can know the content of the game. If you don’t think it’s
appropriate, guess what: You don’t
have to buy it!
A lot of gamers like myself, who
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OPINION PAGE POLICY
Letters to the editor may be placed in the
letters to the editor box in the Spartan Daily office in Dwight Bentel Hall, Room 209,
sent by fax to (408) 924-3282, e-mailed to
spartandaily@casa.sjsu.edu or mailed to
the Spartan Daily Opinion Editor, School
of Journalism and Mass Communications,
San Jose State University, One Washington Square, San Jose, CA 95112-0149.
Letters to the editor must contain the
author’s name, address, phone number,
signature and major. Letters become
property of the Spartan Daily and may
be edited for clarity, grammar, libel and
length. Only letters of 300 words or less
will be considered for publication.
Published opinions and advertisements
do not necessarily reflect the views of the
Spartan Daily, the School of Journalism
and Mass Communications or SJSU.
The Spartan Daily is a public forum.

around them, instead making their social circles more close-knit through instant messenger.
The misuse of laptops in class ends
with the students, but begins with
regulation by the course instructors.
I have been in classes that allowed them,
banned them or didn’t care either way.
I think classes that don’t allow the
use of laptops are correct in having
them banned from students’ composite-wood workstations. Pen and paper
work just fine for taking notes and,
in my opinion, help the material become internalized.
Professors are setting up classes to
be more laptop-friendly when they
should be making less of their lectures
require technology. Sure, papers need
to be written and PowerPoints need to
be produced on computers, but these
things can be created outside of class.
Students should not use laptops
to take notes and teachers should not
use their computers to give lectures.
Teachers who use PowerPoints to teach
classes should use them as supplements
to lectures instead of substitutes. I have
seen lectures given word-for-word off
of the projections instead of the PowerPoints being used as visual aides.
So the SJSU laptop initiative becomes a circular argument. On one
side, there is a desire to make our campus “green,” paperless and more computer-friendly. It seems like an ideal
goal if there was a way to remove the
students’ desires to wander beyond the
realms of Microsoft Word.
I understand that in some medical
and special needs cases that students
need laptops for classes. And I am fine
with that; I am just against the improper use of laptops in classes.
Also, some classes require laptops
and include them in a list of course materials, for instance, some journalism
courses. But other departments such as
math and science don’t need to make
digital lectures.
Think what you want about the use
of laptops in class, but I think the SJSU
Wireless Laptop Pilot Project is an excuse for students not to pay attention
in class and for teachers to not have to
teach the curriculum.
“Playing the Odds” appears every
Tuesday. Chris Bausinger is a Spartan
Daily copy editor.

Student Culture
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PLAY REVIEW: ‘DEATH OF A SALESMAN’

MIKE ANDERSON / Spartan Daily
Willy Loman (played by Fred Sharkey) consoled his son Biff (Joshua Marks) last Thursday
during a dress rehearsal of Arthur Miller’s “Death of a Salesman” directed by Laura Long at
the University Theatre

Meet the Lomans
MEGAN HAMILTON
Production Editor

“Death of a Salesman” is a play
many students have read but few
remember. Often assigned in high
school, Arthur Miller’s tragedy of
Willy Loman is now, for some,
perhaps only a vague memory
from a time when life was easier.
Through extensive preparation and a bit of perfect political
timing, the theater department
of SJSU has taken this piece of
historical literature and made it
relevant to the uncertainties and
struggles of today.
“I actually started thinking
about this last fall and I was thinking in terms of the presidential
election year and the definition

of the American Dream,” said
director Laura Long. “I never really saw the financial crisis coming and it’s kind of uncanny that
it happens to be now.”
The lead character, traveling
salesman Willy Loman, is stuck
in a financial crisis of his own.
Loman, played by actor Fred
Sharkey, is on the verge of retirement. However, he must continue to work to pay off the 25-year
mortgage on his Brooklyn home,
the ancient refrigerator with
chronic fan belt malfunctions
and his perpetually disappointing Studebaker that can barely get
him from town to town.
As any good tragedy would
have it, each character does his or

her best to keep the pieces from
falling apart. However, the bonds
that once held the family together
were broken long ago.
According to Willy, one of the
greatest bonds a man can have is
with his son. The audience becomes privy to much of his past
via his frequent flashbacks.
His two sons, Biff, played by
Joshua Marx, and Happy, played
by Adam Sessa, idolized him
when they were boys. But because of their father’s wrongdoings, their ideal life was fated to
come crashing down.
The set adds to the dysfunction and disillusionment of the
family. Though the focal point
of the stage is the Loman house-

Orange and carbonated —
oh my darling, clementine
ADAM BROWNE / Spartan Daily

DRINK OF THE WEEK

IZZE SPARKLING
CLEMENTINE
STARBUCKS

ADAM BROWNE
Senior Staff Writer

Starbucks serves many refreshing caffeinated beverages
that can be very uplifting in the
morning, but for me, I don’t normally go into the one by campus.
I usually get a tea at one of the
coffee places on campus.
That morning, I didn’t feel like
getting a tea and I don’t normally
go to Starbucks because it costs
too much, but I decided to make
an exception.
I went to Starbucks near
campus on Second Street and

I ordered an orange-colored,
carbonated Izze, which came in
a clear glass bottle. The orange
liquid inside was a shade darker
than orange juice but a bit lighter
than tangerine.
The price of an Izze sparkling clementine drink is $1.85,
which is a little expensive, but
it was Starbucks, where everything is pricey.
So I figured I had to enjoy it, or else nearly $2
would be wasted.
The label on the bottle had
white lettering with a styl-

ized symbol of a cross section
of an orange-like fruit.
The drink was called Sparking
Clementine and the label indicated other juices were present,
but I couldn’t tell what they were.
However, the manufacturers
could have included orange and
tangerine to add some zip.
Mostly it tasted like clementine fruits, which are too small to
be an orange or a tangerine and
mixes the essence of them all in a
pleasing way.
The crowded coffee place with
the bustling gathering of welldressed people bumping shoulders paid no attention to the guy
who took out a camera to click a
few pictures of his orange drink
before consuming some of it, and
then leaving to drink the rest outside, pacing around aimlessly.
I found the flavor to be satisfying, as it wasn’t too tart and wasn’t
too sweet.
The drink was not strongly carbonated like Sierra Mist or 7UP,
but rather it was light, like Vernors
ginger ale, or like some of the diet
carbonated drinks on the market.
An Izze is a sipping drink because of the carbonated water in
it, since rapidly consuming it will
leave a strong gassy feeling in the
throat and a tart aftertaste.
Since it goes from being sweet
to tart, it has the taste of some
sweet and sour candies, like Sweet
and Sours.
Izze is a drink for some occasions, such as waiting for a
movie to start across the way at
the Camera 12, as was the case
that morning. It isn’t something
I would buy by the case, like Vernors ginger ale, but it would be
good once in a while.

hold, a large part of the play
consists of the memories inside
Willy’s head.
Set designer David Tousley, a
senior theater arts major, rose to
the challenge of capturing Willy’s
mental breakdown and the breakdown of reality. Tousley created large, geometric shapes that
pierce the dark background of the
stage. They remained suspended
midair throughout the show and
encapsulated the family in their
own hopeless lives.
The inspiration for the set
came from Arthur Miller’s former
title of “Death of a Salesman,”
which was “Inside His Head.” It
also came from Michelangelo’s
painting of the Last Judgment,
Tousley said.
“I was at the Sistine Chapel,
and on one of the walls there is
one of Michelangelo’s paintings
and it lays out the eyes, the nose,
the mouth, everything about the
human skull,” he said. “(Laura
Long) was very enthusiastic
about doing something outside
the box that no one had ever
done before, and we decided to
design a skull.”
One of the other challenges
that designers and actors faced
was the time constraint.
“We did this in four weeks,
so there was no time. It’s always
tricky to do something that fast,”
Long said. “The other plays later
in the semester can have more
time if they need them, but we
cast the first full week of school,
started the second week and then
we’re up in four.”
Regardless of rehearsal time,
this cast and crew makes an impact on their audience.
Sharkey does an incredible job
portraying Willy Loman. From
the slight stutter of his voice to
the elongated words at the end of
each sentence, Sharkey truly captures his character’s quirks.
Marx and Sessa take the au-

dience on several schizophrenic
journeys down memory lane.
The two young actors seamlessly
transition from one era to the
other and make Willy’s idyllic
memories come to life.

Set designer
David Tousley rose
to the challenge
of capturing
Willy’s mental
breakdown.
“It’s just really well done. The
actors, you can tell they’ve all
rehearsed really well and they
know what they’re doing,” said
audience member Taylor Smith,
a sophomore sociology major.
“It gets you thinking,” said Mi-
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chael Prena, a freshman business
management major. “You’re supposed to watch this and be thinking about where you’re going.”
Samuel Sharkey, the owner
and operator of the Red Brick
Movie House in San Francisco
and real-life son of Fred Sharkey,
reacted positively to his father’s
performance.
“It’s strange. I still don’t know
if I know how to separate him
from his characters. But I think
this one has proven that it is
possible,” Samuel Sharkey said.
“What plays are meant to do for
us is help us relate to our own
lives, not necessarily to these
extremes, but let us see those
characters in ourselves and in
our lives.”
“Death of a Salesman” is playing Wednesday through Saturday this week at 7 p.m. in the
University Theatre.

